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                It’s here! It’s finally here! 

          The   kindergarten   PETSTM  
book, which sets the stage for the PETSTM 

123 series, is ready for your use!     
 

Like the other books, K-PETS™ is aligned with 
the taxonomy of Benjamin Bloom, presenting 
lessons in convergent analysis, divergent 
synthesis, and critical evaluation.  As these 
lessons specifically target one thinking 
strategy, students with strengths in that 
particular area have the opportunity to be 
recognized.  In an educational environment 
that tends to be convergent in nature, you and 
I both know that lessons in creative divergent 
and visual thinking can be critical for students 
who may be less academically successful.  
When these other strengths are recognized 
and validated, self-esteem soars! 
 
K- PETS™ activities also correlate with the 
multiple intelligences as defined by Howard 
Gardner.  Recognizing that there is a diversity 
of ways in which we all internalize information, 
the K-PETS™ lessons engage children through 
a mixture of approaches. 
 
DOES K-PETS™ ALSO HELP WITH 
IDENTIFICATION?  YES. 
K-PETS™ has its own set of behavioral 
checklists for building behavioral portfolios on 
students that will help in identifying cognitively 
talented students in order to implement a 
curriculum which will best suit their special 
needs.  I recommend that a specialist deliver 
the whole class lessons while the classroom 
teacher logs student behaviors on the 
observation checklists.  

IS K-PETS™ DELIVERED IN THE SAME WAY 
AS THE OTHER LEVELS?  YES … AND NO. 
Initially, yes —  the entire class experiences the 
challenge of each new thinking skill through two 
whole class lessons that last 30 minutes each per 
week of instruction.  However, the next approach 
is quite different in that all kindergarten students 
participate in the follow-up small group activities! 
Groups of four to six students are pulled out until 
every child has participated in the 30-minute pull-
out session for each thinking skill.  This allows 
more time for you to become familiar with each 
child’s strengths. 
 
Since this curriculum is designed to be very 
flexible in order to meet the needs of your 
students and to work within your schedule, feel 
free to combine the two whole class lessons into 
one 40-minute session — or do more shorter 
sessions instead. 

   
CAN OTHER MATERIALS BE ADDED TO THE 
K-PETS™ PROGRAM?  ABSOLUTELY! 
We’ve even included suggestions for other trade 
books, games, and manipulatives at the end of 
each unit!    
 
There are also generic sets of questions you can 
use to reinforce the thinking strategies presented 
in the whole group lessons.  The questions are on 
separate strips.  Copy each type of question in a 
different color and then cut them apart for 
flexibility of use.  Choose a specific, desired set of 
questions or pull questions at random from a cup.  
See p. 6. 
 
Or try a PETS™ Q’ube!  Tell the students to roll 
the cube and answer the question that appears on 
top.  This is a particularly appealing hands-on, 
kinesthetic approach for young learners.  See p. 7. 
 

Check it out soon, soon, soon! 
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There are those in the teaching profession for whom mastering the names of many, many children 
poses an interminable challenge — for whom nametags are the ultimate blessing!  As a charter 

member of that group, I even have my small group students make nametags — but I tweak them a 

bit so that they reflect the kind of thinking we’ll be doing in each series of small groups.  Here are the 
convergent small group nametags: 

 

2nd grade 

1. As a group, let’s brainstorm words we’d use 
to describe someone we know and make a 

word bank on the board. 
 

2.  Draw a box for each letter of 
your name down the middle 

of your card — one box over 

the other.  Trace over them 
with a marker. 

3.  Wrap words around the 
missing letters of your 

name — use only words 

that tell something 
about you.  Use a   

pencil for these words.  
Be sure to leave the 

boxes blank! 

 

 
 
 

unny 

tic athl 

ude 

sma t 

 

 
 
 

F 
R 

E 
D 

unny 

tic athl 

ude 

sma t 4. Collect the nametags and mix them up.  Then each   
student takes one (not his or her own) to solve for 

the one, and only one, right answer! 

3rd grade 

1. Open your nametag and draw a 
border around the right side.  

Write “A:” in the upper left-hand 

corner.  In the middle, put your 
name.  Use markers for this. 

2.  On the front of your 
nametag, draw a 

border and write “Q:” 

in the upper left-
hand corner.  Use 

markers. 

 Q: 

3. On the front, write a 
question such that 

YOU are the one, 

and only one, 
right answer in 

this group.  Do this 
with a pencil. 

 

Make sure no one sees 

what you’ve written! 

 Q: 
Who is the 

oldest person 
here today? 

4. Collect nametags and mix them up 
(secretly slipping in one for yourself).  

Finish this session or start the next 

by reading the questions.  Can the 
students determine who’s who?! 

1st grade 

2. Now on the inside 
of the card, write 

the one and only 

one right answer 
— your name! 

 
 Make sure no one sees what you’ve 

1.  On the front of your card, 
write this question: 

 

 Who in this room has a 
birthday on [each student 
adds the date of his/her 

birthday] ? 

3. Collect the nametags, making sure the dates and names cannot be viewed, and put them in 
a basket.  Without letting the students see, add your own.  Finish the session or start the 

next one by pulling out a nametag, reading the question, and asking students to determine 

the only and only one right answer to that question.  Discuss what clues they used.  

Who in this 
room has a 
birthday on 

 
 August 29 ? 
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Dear Yolanda, 
 

 Recently, I tried a new approach to the 
Convergent Thinking Whole Class Lesson 
#2 out of the green book [level 2].  Instead 
of using the overhead attribute blocks or 
the paper copies in the book, which do not 
show the attribute of thickness, I took my 
own class set of real attribute blocks and 
attached magnetic tape onto the back of 
them.  I then used a magnetic dry erase 
board on which to draw and label the Venn 
diagrams and placed the shapes 
accordingly.  The students were all up next 
to me helping me place the shapes, and it 
became a MUCH more interactive and 
meaningful experience for all of us! 
 

Contributed by Vicki Phelps 

 
 

 

Greetings! 
 

 Thought you would be happy to know that after 
a presentation I did this summer, one of the 
teachers loved the PETSTM materials so much that 
she wanted to buy the whole PETSTM series.  What 
makes this unique is that the teacher is from South 
Korea and speaks mostly Korean!  She was able to 
view my manuals and I was able to help her get 
her order rushed to Iowa City, IA, before they left 
for home … Didn’t know if you knew how wide-
spread your materials are going! 
 

Contributed by Deb Slothower 

 
How cool is that?!!  And POL consultant, Dodie Merritt, 
met someone at World Gifted in 2005 from Saudi Arabia 
who was using the PETSTM books, too!  Amazing! 

Yolanda 

 

 

         
 

       YOU can be a part of all this fun simply by … 

 using PETSTM in your classroom and 

 sharing your ideas!!!  Then, to recognize    
your support of colleagues-in-need:  

 POL is offering a $20 gift        
certificate for ideas used                    

 

 or a free literature guide of your 
choice (by N. Polette!) to anyone whose 

ideas are used in    

 You can e-mail your PETSTM enhancements to 
me at: 

                yarnspinnr@hotmail.com 
 

 or snail mail them to me at this address: 
 

The Crystal Clarion 

c/o Dodie Merritt 
17618 State Route 72 

Genoa, IL  60135 

 

 

? ? ? ? ? Got Qs ? ? ? ? ?   

Send in YOUR questions and let’s see how other 
PETSTM users have resolved your predicament! 

—  or — 
Do you have students with a question for one of 

the thinking specialists?  Send it to me, Yolanda — 

I’ll see about getting an answer for them! 
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What might happen if … ? 

If you were ______________ in the story, 
what would you do differently? 

How would you end this story  
differently? 

How does ___________ feel about what’s 
happening in the story? 

In how many different ways could 

you describe ____________? 

What else could ____________ have done? 



A 
BLOOMin’ 

Box 

 
 

 

   

 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

What might 

happen if 

__________ ? 

 

If you were 

_____________ 

in the story,  

what would 

you do  

differently? 

How would  

you end this 

story 

differently? 

How does 

____________ 

feel about 

what’s 

happening? 

 

In how many  

different ways 

could you  

describe 

 __________? 

 

 

What else 

could 

___________ 

have done? 

 

A PETS™ Q’UBE 
Divergent/Creative 
Thinking 
 
Tier 1 

Stuff this cube with old 

plastic bags or styrofoam 

peanuts. 

 

Then wrap with packing 

tape for durability. 

 

OR 

 

Enlarge cells to desired 

size. 

 

Cut out and clue to the 

sides of a larger cardboard 

box. 
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